2010 CIRP Freshman Survey
University of Idaho Responses



What is the CIRP Freshman Survey?
· A national survey of college freshmen from the UCLA Higher Education Research Institute;
· UI has administered the survey each year since 1992.

What does it tell us about our first-year students?
· It yields information on student demographics, study patterns and social activities in the senior year of high school;
· Tells us about career goals, ways of financing college education, objectives of college study and the students’ own academic self-assessment;
· Helps us compare how UI students are the same as and different from students nationwide and from previous classes of UI students.

Why do we want to know?
· To plan and improve academic programs and student services to help our students be more successful.

What kinds of changes have we made?
· Guides learning activities offered in freshman courses;
· Guides curriculum development in Core Discovery courses to reflect student interests;
· Changed institutional approaches to alcohol awareness training;
· Considers student goals and interests in developing policies for student success;
· Provides faculty with an understanding of who our students are in order to tailor activities and assignments to student interests;
· Helps faculty understand and use multiples modes of communications with students;
· Helps faculty work with students to understand extreme diversity;
· Helps in designing support for first generation students;
· Helps to shape new student orientation priorities.

Top five reasons 2010 first-year students noted as “very important” to attend UI:
1. The cost of attending this college;
2. I was offered financial assistance;
3. This college has a very good academic reputation;
4. A visit to campus;
5. This college’s graduates get good jobs.







For more information contact Jane Baillargeon, 885-5828, jane@uidaho.edu
Who do our first-year students say they are?
· 96% graduated from high school in 2010
· 97% are 19 years of age or younger
· 18.5% describe themselves as other than only White/Caucasian
· 47% averaged As in high school, 47% Bs
· 85% performed volunteer work
· 87% come from white or mostly white neighborhoods and 81% from white high schools
· 69% rate themselves above average or in highest 10% in drive to achieve, 67% in cooperativeness, 66% in academic ability, 57% in intellectual self-confidence, 56% in leadership ability, and 46% in social self-confidence
· 71% selected UI as their first choice in colleges
· 83% live on campus
· 67% are concerned about their ability to pay for college
· 55% are very certain of their choice of major
· 33% spent 3 to 5 hours per week studying during their senior year in high school 
· 30% spent 6 or more hours per week studying during their senior year in high school
· 94% plan to work up to 24 hours per week
· 44% characterize their political views as middle-of-the-road, 22% as liberal or far left, and 34% as conservative or far right

Top five objectives considered to be personally “essential” or “very important”:
1. Raising a family;
2. Being very well off financially;
3. Helping others who are in difficulty;
4. Becoming successful in a business of my own;
5. Becoming an authority in my field.

Percentage of first-year students who agree “strongly” or “somewhat”:
· 72% The chief benefit of a college education is that it increases one's earning power;
· 69% Gays and lesbians should have the legal right to adopt a child;
· 64% The federal government is not doing enough to control environmental pollution;
· 60% Wealthy people should pay a larger share of taxes than they do now;
· 52% Affirmative action in college admissions should be abolished;
· 44% Addressing global warming should be a federal priority;
· 43% A national health care plan is needed to cover everybody's medical costs;
· 35% The federal government should do more to control the sale of handguns;
· 30% The federal government should raise taxes to reduce the deficit.
