Boise biodiesel conference in fall
aims to improve air for children

Sit in traffic behind a diesel-fueled school bus and chances are you'll understand
health concerns for children who ride buses to and from school each day. At
Boise workshops on September 15 and 16, Ul researchers and educators hope to
influence a number of school bus fleets around the United States—including

in Idaho—to use the cleaner biodiesel fuel.

School fleet managers will meet at the Centre on the Grove for the Biodiesel
Utilization Workshop to share up-to-date information about biodiesel produc-
tion, availability, and use.

“School buses are one of the largest mass transit programs in the United States,”
says Jon Van Gerpen, head of Ul's Department of Biological and Agricultural
Engineering and workshop chair. “They can help jump-start the use of renewable
and healthier biofuels in this country.”

Northwest’s bus fleets lag behind

In 1997, the Medford, New Jersey, School District was the only one in the nation
to run its fleet with the cleaner burning fuel. While the use of biodiesel in school
bus fleets is gaining momentum nationally—including in Phoenix and Denver—
school transportation districts in the Northwest, including Idaho, Oregon, Utah,

Nevada, and Wyoming, lag behind in adopting the cleaner, healthier fuel.

According to EPA sources, it is estimated that, in a single year, the average
school bus emits as much soot as 114 cars. Every school day, some 440,000
school buses transport more than 24 million children to and from schools and
school-related activities. Bussed children average 90 minutes each weekday on a
school bus.

In Littleton, Colorado, Jeffrey Kimes, EPA environmental engineer, reports that
biodiesel performs just like diesel, but tests show biodiesel—derived from a vari-
ety of vegetable oils—is better for human health.

The Boise workshop, funded with a multi-year USDA grant to study market bar-
riers to biodiesel and to educate the public on biodiesel potential, is the second
Idaho autumn conference for public vehicle fleets. Van Gerpen’s team plans
additional workshops annually through 2008.

Find more on the conference at wwww.biodieseleducation.org.
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